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Program Description for Prospective Interns

Thank youfor your interest in CRISPAZ and our Summer Immersion Programin El Salvador. Inadditionto
theinformationinthebrochure, itisimportant for you to be aware of the goal s of our program, our
expectations, the criteriafor selecting internsand the process of discernment for acceptance of applicants.
The 2007 programwill runfrom May 29 through August 13.

The CRISPAZ Summer Immersion Program isdesigned to provide anintenselearning and service experience
inapoor community in El Salvador. The programwill offer support to internsand at the sametimerequire
them to beresourceful in adapting independently to theway of lifeof their Salvadoran community during aten
week period. Therewill bedirected learning experiencesaswell as space and timefor spiritual celebration
andreflection. Internswill havean opportunity to contributeto thewell-being of their community through the
sharing of lifeexperiences, skillsand interests. Internswill aso be expected to continueto follow up onthe
relationship of solidarity whichthey will establish with their Salvadoran community when they get back tothe
United States. Such activitiesmay include speaking eventsat churchesor universities, publishingan articleor
newsd etter about the experience, organizing aCRISPAZ delegation to visit El Salvador, etc.

Goals and Objectives of the Program:
To provideanimmersion experiencefor North Americansin El Salvador which will rai se consciousnessfor
both Salvadoransand North Americanson apersonal, spiritual, political, cultural, socia and economiclevel.
Theprogramwill provide:

* intensvelearning experiencesviaaninitia orientation, readings, and frequent discussions

» experienceof daily lifeand work in aspecific poor community

» frequent reflectionsand formation days

To accompany Salvadoran communitiesand organizationsduring thiscrucial timeof transition out of thewar,
through the chalengesof naturd disaster and economic marginalization, and into the construction of a
peaceful and democratic society. The programwill:
» placeinternsinacommunity wherethey will accompany, livewith and shareinthedally lifeof the
community
» offer an opportunity for internsto participatein and contribute to agrassroots effort, project, or
organization that existswithin their Salvadoran community
* encourage spacesof analysis, interchange of ideas, and mutual learning for theinternsand their
community



To contributeto the building of the community of Christian solidarity in El Salvador and the United States
through anintenserel ationship with acommunity and on-going commitment to the people of El Salvador.
Theprogramwill:
« providean experienceof solidarity in aspecificcommunity in El Salvador
» work withinternsto devel op awarenessin their communitiesand countriesof origin
» giveinternsthe opportunity to meet CRISPAZ staff and volunteersand to see our programsin
action
» supportinternseffortsto promote solidarity with their Salvadoran community whenthey return
home

Expectations of the SIP participants (I nterns):

We expect that internswill participatefully inthe program’sactivities. Opportunity will begivento provide
input into the design and content of the program. We expect that internswill offer oneanother moral,
spiritual and logistical support to the extent that they areable. Internswill liveand work in poor
communitiesthat areusualy located inrurd areas. Asforeignerslivingin El Salvador, weexpect that interns
will committo*immersing” themsel vesinthecommunity whilemaintaining their own perspective, integrity
and identity asmembersof the CRISPAZ community.

CRISPAZ expectsthat internswill be proactivein helping usto facilitate the definition of their roleinthe
community. At the sametimewe hopethat internswill maintain an opennessto therhythmsand
perspectivesof the Salvadoran cultureregarding thedefinition of that role. Internswill becomeavita link
between their community in North Americaand their community in El Salvador, inaway that avoids
paternalism and dependency.

Finally, internsare expected to adhereto the policiesof CRISPAZ. Internswill act asmembersof our
community whilethey areapart of the program and are expected to adhereto our mission statement. To
thisend, al internswill berequired to Sgnacovenant with CRISPAZ asacondition of their acceptancetothe
program. (Copiesavailablefromthe CRISPAZ office).

Requirements for acceptance to the SIP:
An intern will meet the following criteria:
»  Willingnesstoliveinapoor community with few amenitiesand participateactively indaily life.
* Ability tolivewith and operateinaculture other than culture of origin.
» Emotiond, spiritual and relationa resourcesnecessary for living in ademanding Situationwhich
occasionaly may involvesomerisk.
*  Opennessto accompaniment and to the fullness of the experiencewithout unduefocuson
accomplishment.
Attitude of openness, respect and tol erance toward Salvadorans and CRISPAZ team members.
Willingnessto participatein reflection, discussion and formation inan ecumenical setting.
Willingnessto learn about El Salvador and the peoplein non-formal settings.
Willingnessto share skillsand knowledge according to needs and readiness of the community.
Commitment to adhereto the policies, guiddines, and decisionsof the CRISPAZ Coordinator and
Team.
»  Specificcommitment to share knowledge acquired during thetimein El Savador with their home
community upon returntotheU.S.
*  Willingnessto continueto provide on-going solidarity with Salvadoran community asdefined by the
intern and community during their SIP experience.



* Intermediate collegelevel Spanish (or equivaent). Itispossibleto beaccepted to the program with
alower leve of Spanishif the applicant agreesto complete aminimum of threeintensive weeks of
Spanish-languagetraining prior to the June start date.

e Signatureof acovenant with CRISPAZ.

Acceptance Process
* Fill out and submit the application formto CRISPAZ either:
* before Febrary 1 for early applicants— application feeiswaived — or
* beforeMarch 15 for |ate applicants. L ate applicants must include check for the
non-refundable $50 application fee.
* Reference Formsshould be completed and sent to CRISPAZ with your application.

* Applicationsand referenceswill bereviewed by staff with input from CRISPAZ volunteers.

» If theapplication and references meet the established criteria, aninterview will be scheduled.
Thisincludesdiscussion onthe gpplicant'sskillsand interestsand alanguage assessment.

* Applicantswill beinformed of adecision regarding their acceptanceto the program withintwo
weeksof receipt of their full completed application including references. Those accepted must
inform CRISPAZ of their commitment to parti cipate within one month of notification of acceptance.

*  50% of program feesmust be paid to CRISPAZ by April 15. Theremaining 50% must be
paid by May 15.

» Internsaccepted to the program will communi cate with the SIP coordinator regarding their
placements, language school needs, preparations, etc. during thetimeprior totheir arrival.

* Applicantsmust sign acovenant with CRISPAZ before beginning the program.

Program fee: US$1700.

Program feeincludes: room and board, transportation within El Salvador, and al program related costs.
Program fee doesnot include: airfare, healthinsurance (which you must havein order to participate),
immigration costs ($10 tourist visa), entertainment, extrafood and drink, souvenirs, personal travel,

or language school.

If you have any questionsregarding any aspect of the program pleasefed freeto contact us. Our staff and
volunteersarewilling to respond to any questionsor concernsyou might haveregarding living and working
inEl Salvador. We hopethat you areinterested in taking thisopportunity to transform your lifethrough
immersing yoursdlf intheredlity of El Salvador. Webelievethat thisprogram hasgreat potentia to build
new and lasting bridges of solidarity between El Salvador and the United States. We need committed
peopleto makethat happen!

please see our website
WWW.Crispaz.org
for updated information



